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Will Fascist Malan's election victory lead to 


Revolution in 


South Africa? 


By John Hatch 


Author, “Dilemma in South Africa” 


RITING the South 
African election campaign, a 

leading African journalist, Mr. Jor- 
dan K. Ngubane, made this com- 
ment: “The leaders of the African 
National Congress have prepared 
themselves in such a way that whether 
Strauss or Malan is the next Prime 
Minister should not be a point which 
affects their struggle very materially.” 
The sweeping victory of the Na- 
tionalists has not, apparently, brought 
dismay or consternation to African 
leaders. Indeed, many of them pre- 
ferred to have Malan rather than 
Strauss win the election, feeling 
that another Nationalist government 
would keep the racial issue brutally 
before their people, while a victory 
for the United party might lead to 
the kind of subtle policy by which 
General Smuts used to divide the 
non-European forces. Dr. Malan said 
bluntly in his final election broadcast 
that the election provided South 
Africa with its last chance to remain 
a white man’s country, and asserted: 
“From outside, the United Nations, 
Communist Russia, semi-Communist 
India and the British Labor party, 
as well as a hostile press, combine— 
trying to force upon us equality 
which must inevitably mean to white 
South Africa nothing less than na- 
tional suicide.” But Mr. Strauss 


during 


spoke unctuously and vaguely of a 
conference with non-Europeans and 
of their “legitimate progress.” 

The first result of the election is, 


therefore, to make it quite plain to 
the non-Europeans of South Africa 
that the white community, one-fifth 
of the population, is determined to 
use all its force to maintain a rigid 
control over the entire nation. The 
arena is now completely cleared for 
an uncompromising racial struggle, 
in which the whites control all the 
means of force and the non-whites 
have the numbers and their labor 
power. It may well be that, before 
long, the whites will also find that 
they are facing the combined anger 
of every African community through- 
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out the continent and of non-Euro- 
pean peoples throughout the world. 
The major effect of the first five 
years of Nationalist rule was to unite 
the various sections of non-Europeans 
within the Union. The effect of the 
Nationalists’ second term of office 
may be to unite all non-Europe- 
ans outside the Union against them. 

There is, however, another aspect 
of struggle thrown into relief by the 
momentous election of April 15. 
Within the United party there are 
elements who realize the dangers 
which Nationalist policy present to 
the economic development of South 
Africa. These fears are expressed 
mainly by the Oppenheimer group, 
the most powerful financial and eco- 
nomic section of the community. 
They recognize that a rigid color bar 
puts a distinct brake upon economic 
progress. Not only does it abolish 
the incentive of promotion for in- 
telligent non-Europeans and deny 
their services to the industrial world, 
while putting a premium upon in- 
efficiency among the protected white 
workers, but at the same time it 
drastically restricts the home market. 
Four-fifths of the South African 


population obtain incomes which al- 
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low only a minimum of purchases— 
and a flourishing home market is an 
essential foundation for any healthy 
economy. 

Two years ago, the Oppenheimer 
group was largely instrumental in 
promoting the Torch Commando, an 
ex-servicemen’s organization, in a 
new effort to get rid of the National- 
ists. They recognized the inadequacy 
of the United party, which is little 
more than a collection of those 
groups of politicians who hope to 
get back to power under the spell 
of Smuts’s name. The Oppenheim- 
ers and their friends therefore pro- 
vided the financial backing for the 
Torch Commandos and, at the same 
time, insisted on placing their own 
nominees in key positions within the 
United party. An all-out effort was 
planned to get rid of the Nationalists 
at this election and to substitute a 
government which, while maintain- 
ing the traditional policy of social 
and political segregation, would 
nevertheless permit industry to use 
black and brown labor to the best 
advantage. 

This plan has completely collapsed. 
It foundered on the rock of white 
fear of the non-whites, for which the 
anti-Nationalists had no answer. The 
Nationalists themselves state quite 
categorically that, wherever econom- 
ic and racial interests clash, the lat- 
ter should prevail; they are even 
prepared to slow down economic de- 
velopment if it should hinder appli- 
cation of their apartheid policy. 
South Africa is thus doomed, for 
the foreseeable future, to be bogged 
down in a morass of racial discrim- 
ination and continued poverty. 

It will be wise for the world to 
recognize that South Africa is now 
a Nationalist state so long as the 
present monopoly of white political 
power remains—and that that can 
only be altered by revolution. 

Since 1948, the Nationalists have 
altered the electoral laws to increase 
the qualification period of an immi- 
grant from two to five years, to in- 
crease the payments for the right to 
vote, and to give the Prime Minister 
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power to confer or withhold that 
right. They have delimited the con- 
stituencies in their favor and given 
Southwest Africa, where the German 
element is strong, six seats with elec- 
torates only half the average size of 
those of the Union. The South Africa 
Act allows a “weighting” of con- 
stituencies in favor of the rural 
electorate, where Nationalism is para- 
mount, so that with only 45 per cent 
of the votes cast the Nationalists have 
won 60 per cent of the seats. It is 
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tionalists. The United party can no 
longer be viewed as a possible avenue 
to political power, and its compon- 
ent parts are likely to disintegrate. 
The right wing, bereft of the leader- 
ship of Colin Steyn, who has lost his 
seat, may now be tempted by the 
attractions of the Nationalists, with 
whose racial principles they sympa- 
thize. The liberal element will at- 
tempt to form a new party to try to 
bridge the gap between European and 
non-European and to offer a clear 
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All colored African men over the age of 18 must carry passes like this which severely 
restrict movement and prevent non-Europeans from reaching labor centers freely, or 
staying in them long. Completely closed to them are 21 of the nation’s largest towns. 


clear from the election results that 
Nationalism is spreading in the 
towns, where many Afrikaners are 
now living as unskilled and semi- 
skilled workers, and among a large 
proportion of young people, who are 
being educated into Nationalist ide- 
ology. The new government will cer- 
tainly now remove the Jast of the 
non-Europeans—the 47,000 Cape 
Coloreds—from the electoral roll, 
and may well reduce the voting age 
from 21 to 18. Both these measures 
will increase the strength of the Na- 
tionalist party. 

Moreover, it is now probable that 
some of the United party members 
will either join or assist the Na- 


and principled alternative to Na- 
tionalism. The liberals will certainly 
suffer for their principles and become 
the object of all the hate of the Na- 
tionalists, the powers of suppression 
of the Government, and the disgust 
of the majority of the white elector- 
ate. If enough of them can withstand 
such a campaign of abuse and per- 
secution, they can represent the last 
hope of racial peace on the continent. 
What the Oppenheimer group will do 
is anyone’s guess. It may secretly 
support the liberals or quit politics 
and abandon South Africa to her 
fate. 

South Africa will be, therefore, for 
a long time to come a fanatically 
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nationalist nation. The increase in 
the Government’s majority from 13 
to 29 seats has now given power 
within the Nationalist party to the 
extremists, to Johannes Strydom, the 
bitter racist from the Transvaal, and 
to the secret society, the Broeder- 
bond, which believes that the Afri- 
kaners are divinely ordained to rule 
South Africa. Already, Strydom has 
been named Acting Prime Minister 
while Dr. Malan attends the Corona- 
tion, and it is now obvious that he 
will succeed Malan. His outlook is 
well represented by an extract from 
a speech in 1951, in which he said, 
“Other members . . . say that we are 
a nation consisting of 12,000,000 
people. . . . I can tell the Honorable 
Member that it is not our nation... . 
South Africa can only remain a 
white country if we continue to see 
that the Europeans remain the dom- 
inant nation. .. .” 

It may also be significant to note 
that one of the new members of Par- 
liament is Dr. Otto du Plessis, for- 
merly Director of the State Informa- 
tion Service, who wrote in 1940 of 
his proposed New Order: “The New 
Order is conducted by a totalitarian 
conception which finds expression in 
a disciplined system of government in 
which all power is concentrated in 
a party or a leader. . . .” 

It is certainly significant that the 
Nationalist party stands for the estab- 
lishment of a republic, and that it is 
Strydom who is the foremost leader 
of republicanism. As long ago as 
1942, the party drew up its draft 
constitution for the Afrikaner Repub- 
lic at which it was aiming. Among 
the provisions of this constitution we 
should note carefully the following: 

“The Head of the State will be 
the State President. The State 

President is further directly and 

only responsible to God. . . . he is 

altogether independent of any vote 
of Parliament.” 

The white subjects who are ac- 
knowledged as members of the State 
by the Government will be called 
“burgers” without distinction of race, 
as long as they do not forfeit their 


citizenship. A voice in the governing 
of the country must be granted only 
to those who identify themselves with 
“Die Volk.” 

Already, the Nationalists have sug- 
gested that, to further their ultimate 
goal, they will pack the courts to 
overcome any constitutional obstacles 
and to remove the last vestige of 
obstructive power from the judi- 
ciary. They have legal powers to sup- 
press all forms of opposition, to im- 
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pose drastic and brutal sentences 
upon opponents of their ideology 
and, if necessary, to govern by de- 
cree. They have the mandate of the 
electorate and have demolished the 
white opposition. Nothing now stands 
in the way of their going ahead to 
complete their segregation plans for 
the non-European communities, to 
set up their own totalitarian constitu- 
tion, and to establish themselves per- 
manently in power—nothing, that is, 
but ten million non-Europeans. The 
ground is cleared for a bitter battle 
between these forces of entrenched 
white domination and the Africans, 


Coloreds and Indians, who are now 
driven to recognize that they will f 
have to fight to gain the most ele. 
mentary human rights. 

This battle may well shake the 
Commonwealth and international so- 
ciety to its very foundations. It will 
be regarded wherever there are non- 
European peoples as a struggle oj 
fundamental principle. In the Com. 
monwealth, where there are now 
nearly ten non-whites to every white, 
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the struggle will determine its future. 
Only on a basis of racial equality can 
such an organization of states hope 
to survive. Throughout international 
society, where non-Europeans out 
number Europeans two to one, this 
racial issue will influence every other 
consideration. South Africa has in- 
deed become the crucible of future 
world society. 
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FRANKFURT 
HE FOREIGN POLICY of the new 
nde Government amounts to a 
great strategic retreat. It is an at- 
tempt to withdraw to a new front line 
in world affairs without too great 
a loss of prestige or territory. But 
to retreat is a risky and painful op- 
eration whose outcome often depends 
upon the adversary. 

The new Soviet course is due to 
recognition by the Kremlin of the 
fact that a policy of aggression and 
forcible expansion cannot bring it 
any more victories, at least for the 
present; that precipitation of war in 
Korea proved a great mistake; and 
that a bellicose position in the UN 
has only alienated potential friends. 

It all adds up to a major victory 
for the West in the cold war. Re- 
armament, Marshall aid, European 
unity, peace with Japan and, last 
but not least, Eisenhower’s election 
have been diagnosed by Moscow as 
symptoms of a new mood in the free 
world. Perhaps the greatest impres- 
sion was made by the magnificent 
consistency of the UN on the prison- 
er-of-war issue: Its refusal to buy 
peace at the price of human dignity, 
its decision to keep on fighting rather 
than turn Koreans and Chinese over 
to Red executioners, have served no- 
tice on Moscow that the 
West” cannot be bludgeoned into 


‘ 


‘capitalist 


submission. 

For the Soviet Communist party 
and international Communism, the 
Kremlin’s new foreign policy is a 
bitter disappointment and a real de- 
feat. Thirty-four months ago, Stalin 
initiated the attack on Korea and 
proceeded to supply the Communist 
armies there at great cost to the 
Soviet economy; he drew the Euro- 
pean satellites into the great venture, 
and caused Mao Tse-tung to send his 
best divisions to fight and die on 
the hills of Korea. The prospect of 
acquiring a new Far Eastern domain 
generated enthusiasm among all seg- 
ments of the international Commu- 
nist movement. Kim II Sung, the 
Korean Communist leader, was to be- 
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come dictator of all Korea and head 
of a powerful army poised at Japan. 
The leaders of Japanese Commu- 
nism awaited the day when their 
country would be surrounded in the 
north, west and south by Russian- 
Chinese-Korean armies, a chain of 
radio stations would fill the Japanese 
air with hatred for the Americans 
and their “Japanese lackeys,” and 
weapons would begin arriving in 
preparation for a great uprising. Mao 
Tse-tung was already grooming him- 
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MOLOTOV: FORCED TO RETREAT 


Strategic Retreat 


Stalin’s heirs feel compelled to withdraw from Korea 


and other cold-war fronts so that they can prop up 


their political power and their faltering economy 


By David J. Dallin 


self for the role of Generalissimo of 
all Asia, with his marshals overseeing 
Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Indo- 
China and Burma. 

But the Korean War has proved to 
be one of the greatest blunders in 
the career of the genera'ly circum- 
spect Joseph Stalin. His evaluation 
of the international situation in the 
summer of 1950, when he expected a 
rapid and complete victory in Korea, 
was appallingly wrong. After a few 
months, his North Korean forces 
were nearly annihilated—but he 
spurned the opportunity :o end his 
adventure without further losses. In- 
stead, he committed a second major 
error: He involved Red China in the 


war. China’s participation, however, 


did not help matters, and in June 
1951 Stalin was compelled to make 
his first, rather ambiguous. concilia- 
tory gesture toward the UN. Still, the 
stubborn old dictator refused to ac- 
agreement basel on the 
quo and 
dragged on fruitlessly. 


cept an 
stalus ante, negotiations 
Meanwhile, 
Russia’s war industry, military ma- 
chine and foreign office had become 
thoroughly entangled in tiie Korean 
conflict, while the Western alliance 
was rearming and generally gather- 
ing strength. 

In the latter half of 1952, it was 
becoming obvious that an end—even 
if it had to be a not quite honorable 
end—had to be put to the Korean 
War. As long as Stalin remained 
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boss, an armistice appeared well-nigh 
impossible. If the widespread view 
that his death was prearranged is 
correct, his inability to untie the 
Korean knot may have been one of 
the most important reasons behind 
his demise. 

Vyacheslav Molotov, the new For- 
eign Minister, had no direct hand in 
the Korean hostilities. After heading 
the Foreign Ministry for a decade, he 
had been dismissed by Stalin in Feb- 
ruary 1949 and replaced by the ser- 
vile and cringing Andrei Y. Vishin- 
sky. Whether or not Molotov had 
dared criticize the Korean policy 
while Stalin was alive, he took Vish- 
insky’s place after Stalin’s death— 
and the retreat began. 

It is an interesting fact that the 
new policy in Korea was first an- 
nounced by Peking, not Moscow. 
Chou En-lai, the Red Chinese Foreign 
Minister, had gone to the Russian 
capital for Stalin’s funeral and re- 
mained there till March 24. It seems 
quite evident that the new Korean 
policy was set during Chou’s visit, 
for immediately upon his return to 
Peking on March 30 he declared Red 
China’s readiness to accept volun- 
tary repatriation of war prisoners. 
The very next day, Molotov seconded 
him. 

It is a bit of an irony that Molotov, 
who has a reputation for being belli- 
cose and stubborn, has become the 
“peacemaker” in a war against 
“American intervention.” This is as 
ironical as the fact that Lavrenti P. 
Beria, chief of the Soviet secret 
police, has appeared as an opponent 
of unlimited terrorism. But the ad- 
ditional fact that both men had been 
demoted or reprimanded by Stalin- 
Malenkov, and had had to stand aside 
as passive but watchful critics, has 
made it relatively easy for them to 
appear now as leaders of a new 
policy. 

No change of ideology or program, 
particularly with respect to inter- 
national affairs, has occurred in Mos- 
cow. The new government is as 
aggressive as its predecessor; for it, 
“coexistence with capitalism” is a 


temporary necessity, war “inevit- 
able,” and “peace” the prelude to a 
worldwide conflict. But it has been 
forced to trim its sails to an ill wind. 

Three years ago, the U.S. policy of 
containment was in its infancy and, 
prosecuted half-heartedly, could not 
challenge Soviet military superiority. 
Certainly the rearmament of Ger- 
many and Japan was out of the ques- 
tion. But three months after the 
Korean invasion, France, Britain and 
America agreed to rearm Germany. 
Today, the military power of the 
United States is much greater than 
it was, and is allied with the military 
forces of other nations. True, as the 
military experts maintain, the com- 
bined power of NATO is still inade- 
quate; but, compared with 1949-50, 
the present rate of Western rearma- 
ment is infinitely promising. 

Moscow lost its opportunity to 
overcome U.S.-British resistance in 
Europe three or four years ago. It 
realizes, better than we do, how 
disproportionately greater Western 
strength is bound to become in the 
foreseeable future. Germany is on 
the eve of rearming; Japan can re- 
arm any day danger becomes immi- 
nent. A decade ago, Germany demon- 
strated her industrial and military 
prowess by keeping three-quarters of 
Europe under its heel; Japan, like- 
wise, dominated half the Orient. A 
combination of Britain, the United 
States, Germany and Japan would be 
so formidable that no sane enemy 
leader would dare challenge it. 

From these facts, the first con- 
clusion to be drawn is that the days 
of easy expansion are over. The goal 
of Soviet policy is to preserve the 
vast empire built in the halcyon years 
1945-49, to bolster it against the 
Western threat of liberation, to pre- 
vent any new “Titoist” defection, 
and to slow down Western rearma- 
ment without cutting Soviet military 
power. 

A retreat—in diplomacy as in war 
—is a means of avoiding total defeat. 
To “trade space for time” was Len- 
in’s formula when he had io retreat 
before the Germans—and his terri- 


torial concessions were as great as 
were Stalin’s acquisitions later. The 
range of Communist diplomacy has 
always been great; that is why there 
is no definitive answer to the main 
question: How far will the Soviet 
Government go in making conces- 
sions to the West? 

If the disciples of Lenin and Stalin 
remain faithful to their heritage, they 
will sacrifice every inch of ground 
necessary in order to preserve that 
kernel of world Communism called 
the Soviet Union. On the other hand, 
a steady retreat by an empire of 800 
million people to the confines of a 
Russia containing only 200 million 
would be a catastrophe of the great- 
est magnitude for Communism. 

It is doubtful whether Western re- 
action to Moscow’s new moves has 
been wise or correct. A moronic 
British lord proposes that Malenkov 
be given the Nobel Peace Prize. A 
columnist advises his readers that 
“you can do business with Malen- 
kov.” Generally, words are being ut- 
tered and acts contemplated that will 
soften the attitude of the democratic 
world toward the Soviets. It would 
be fatal were these trends to become 
prevalent. The new men in the Krem- 
lin are graduates of the Stalin school 
of crime and deceit, and have inher- 
ited their master’s cynicism and 
hatred for democracy. They have 
seen and helped their best friends die 
in purges, and, having themselves 
survived purely by chance or treach- 
ery, they are as contemptuous of 
human life as their late leader: They 
don’t abhor war, but only defeat in 
battle. 

Nor do they respect anything but 
power. Not our principles, but our 
developing military might has con- 
verted the Soviet leaders into “peace 
doves.” If that power continues to 
grow, they will even learn how to 
act modestly and decently. If, on the 
other hand, they succeed in their 
objective of slowing down or stop- 
ping Western rearmament, Stalin’s 
heirs will have taught us that, once 
again, premature concessions spell 
disaster. 
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News That's Not Fit to Print 


The New Germany in the New York ‘Times’ 


By Norbert Muhlen 


URING BROTHERHOOD WEEK last February, a Jewish 
D congregation in Manhattan honored John J. Mc- 
Cloy with its Brotherhood Award. The New York Times 
ran an extensive report on this event, with a picture of the 
ceremony, the names of the people attending it, and a 
wealth of kindred information. What the Times appar- 
ently did not consider fit to print was the speech de- 
livered on the occasion by Mr. McCloy, the U.S. High 
Commissioner for Germany from 1949 to 1952. The N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, though, did regard the speech as news, 
and reported it under the headine: “McCloy Sees Ger- 
many Safe From Neo-Nazis.” According to the Tribune, 
McCloy advised his audience “not to be misled by what 
you read in the papers about a resurgence of Nazism 
in West Germany.” Could it be that the Times ignored 
the speech because it felt that the criticism of “the 
papers” was directed at itself? 
The omission of McCloy’s speech from the Times was 
a postscript to another McCloy story in the Times. Three 
months earlier, in November 1952, Mr. McCloy pub- 
lished his final report on Germany, in which he enumer- 
ated the factors that seemed to favor a resurgence of 
Nazism, as well as the other factors that seemed to obstruct 
it. After carefully balancing these negative and posi- 
tive indications, he concluded: “Nazism has less chance 
in my judgment of returning than at any time in recent 
German history.” 
But the Times—in a dispatch by its chief correspond- 
ent in Germany, Drew Middleton—made it appear as 
if McCloy had said exactly the opposite. Relating only 
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Berlin anti-Nazi, anti-Red leaders Ernst Reuter and Franz Neu- 
mann—They speak for a Germany the Times refuses to recognize. 


the negative indications, omitting the positive ones as well 
as the positive conclusions, Mr. Middleton’s dispatch 
was headlined: “McCloy Warns of Perils.” As the expert 
opinion of McCloy did not tally with the opinions which 
the Times correspondent had: seen fit to print in recent 
years, it was distorted and suppressed. 

“Among the reports that came to him from Ger- 
many, he took to heart those reports, and, it seems, 
those only, which fitted the type that was in his mind. 
. . . If a junker blustered, that was an authentic Ger- 
man: if a labor leader confessed the guilt of the Ger- 
man Empire, he was not an authentic German.” 


This was how, more than thirty years ago, Walter 
Lippmann described the prejudiced men who—seeing the 
old stereotypes rather than the new realities—wrote the 
Versailles Treaty and, by this, contributed to the eventual 
death of the promising new Weimar Republic. Lippmann’s 
description has lost little of its timeliness today. 

No one can deny the need for vigilance against all at- 
tempis to revive totalitarian rule—Nazi or other—in 
West Germany. But to see and to report such attempts 
only, to exaggerate their meaning and extent while, at 
the same time, ignoring or distorting more meaningful 
and more powerful anti-totalitarian forces—such a bias 
has little in common with healthy vigilance. In fact, it 
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might at some future date contribute to bringing about 
exactly what it denounces today—the rise of new totali- 
tarians. Such an obsession with the fears of yesterday 
and a refusal to face the facts of today is, unfortunately, 
still common in a large sector of the American press. In 
view of the unique prestige which the New York Times 
enjoys at home and abroad, the fact that its chief Ger- 
man correspondent and some of its New York staffers 
(in contrast to other, well-informed editors and writers 
on that paper) seem often to reflect this bias is par- 
ticularly dangerous. 

“If the German economy goes downhill, as many good 
judges believe it will during the next three years, these 
organizations [neo-Nazi groups] will make deeper in- 
roads in the voting strength of the established parties,” 
Mr. Middleton predicted in December 1949. At the time, 
Mr. Middleton tried to alarm his readers with a long 
series of articles in which he charged McCloy (who had 
just taken office) with leniency toward Dr. Adenauer’s 
government, and with restoring Nazis to power in his 
anxiety to save West Germany from Communism. 

Nutwithstanding Mr. Middleton’s anonymous “good 
judges,” Germany’s economy has since moved forward at 
a rather spectacular rate. And the neo-Nazis—who had 
not yet been organized on a party level in 1949—won 11 
per cent of the total ballot in the Lower Saxony elections 
of May 1951, 7.7 per cent in the Bremen elections of 
October 1951, and 3.8 per cent in the Southwest State 
elections of March 1952. In the local Bavarian elections 
of March 1952, and in the Hessian local elections of May 
1952, the vote for groups with neo-Nazi leanings hovered 
around 3 per cent. The major anti-Nazi parties polled 
an overwhelming majority each and every time, and the 
neo-Nazis made no “inroads in their voting strength.” 

But Mr. Middleton stuck to his gloomy predictions. It 
was three years almost to the day after the above proph- 
ecy that his readers were alarmed by front-page headlines 
in the Sunday Times: “Nazi Specter Stirs in German 
Rivalry over Voting Again Today.” The main basis of 
this prominently featured cry of alarm was the fact that 
Nazi leaflets had been found in some cities. The election 
returns came in only slowly, as some 100,000 new local 
office-holders had to be elected. For the next few days, 
Mr. Middleton kept his readers in a state of nervous 
tension with his report that, as the headline screamed, 
“Ex-Storm Troop Chief Wins Office in West German 
Vote.” All the front-page exciterhent was devoted to this 
case—one out of 100,000 electees! The considerably 
more meaningful outcome—in Mr. Middleton’s words: 
“all the established parties seem to have gained ground,” 
i.e., the large anti-Nazi majority was held—was hidden 
away on an inside page. When final returns were in, 
three weeks after the election, Mr. Middleton did not re- 
port, nor did the Times run the AP dispatch reporting 
that about 800 former Nazis out of 100,000 electees—or 
less than 1 per cent of the total—had been voted into 


office. The public impression stuck that the Nazis had 
won, although this was not true. 

The election returns showed that a national average 
of 3 to 6 per cent of the West Germans follow the neo- 
Nazi appeal, that their number has not increased in recent 
years, and that the large majority remain with the 
established anti-Nazi parties—in short, that the Nazis are 
hardly on their way back. As this most accurate gauge 
of popular opinion in a freely-voting republic did not 
bear out the prediction of great and dangerous Nazi 
gains, another proof had to be found. Happily, Mr. Mid- 
dleton discovered it in a public-opinion poll. 

“Rise in Neo-Nazism Is Shown by Survey in West Ger- 
many; Big Majority Found Unwilling to Resist Revival 
of National Socialism,” the front-page headline of the 
Sunday Times of January 18, 1953 announced. 

Fear-inspiring conclusions of the Nazi advance were 
presented in 50 lines on the Times front page. They prob- 
ably sufficed to impress their message on most readers, if 
we can believe Mr. Theodore Bernstein, an editor of the 
New York Times, who not long ago remarked: “One of 
our national maladies might be described as a page-one 
fixation . . . the fallacious notion that all one need read 
to be well-informed is the front page.” Few readers, we 
must assume, compared the front-page conclusions with 
the facts and figures given in 209 additional lines on page 
19, to which the article, as newspapermen say, “jumped.” 
And hardly anyone could be expected to compare these 
three Times columns with the 79 pages of carefully con- 
sidered conclusions and the 8 statistical tables of the or- 
iginal poll report. 

What the survey really indicated was quite different 
from the excited scrambled abstract in the Times. The 
most important findings did not at all confirm the front- 
page Times headlines. The figures of the poll showed that 
only 4 per cent of the total population sample said they 
“would ‘welcome’ restoration of National Socialism and 
‘do everything I could to support it.’ ” This tiny minority 
sharply contrasted with the group six times larger which 
said: “I would do everything I could to prevent a restora- 
tion of National Socialism.” (These active anti-Nazis have 
increased from 20 to 24 per cent since 1951.) Those who 
said they would not like to see a return of the Nazis, but 
would not do anything to prevent it, outnumbered by a 
similar large margin those who said they would like to 
see it happen, but would not do anything to help it. In 
short, the survey revealed just the reverse of what Mr. 
Middleton reported. 

The large number of non-political, passive people who 
did not care one way or the other, a truly disquieting 
finding of the survey, was neither front-page news nor 
did it show the alleged “rise in neo-Nazism.” One of the 
reasons why many Germans were “found unwilling to 
resist a revival of Nazism” was that only a tiny minor- 
ity was found willing to promote such a revival of 
Nazism. In the Times dispatch, these facts were sophis- 
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tically painted over until the picture emerged in brown 
Nazi colors. 

“The general orientation toward National Socialist 
ideas among the West German people today is definitely 
more favorable than unfavorable,” was the second major 
cry of alarm Middleton cabled home after he had seen 
the survey. It was based again on Mr. Middleton’s mis- 
reading of the actual poll figures. Asked by the interview- 
ers whether, in their opinion, there had been more good 
or evil in the ideas of National Socialism (not, be it noted, 
in its policies and practices), there were quite a few— 
though not a majority of the sample—who replied that 
there was more good. They listed as the good sides of the 
Nazi years, in this order, the higher standard of living, re- 
duced unemployment, free vacations for factory workers 






and similar personal gains. On the other hand, they listed 
as Nazism’s evil features (again in this order) racial poli- 
cies and persecution, dictatorship and lack of personal 
freedom, war and rearmament, concentration camps, per- 
secution of the churches, single-party tyranny. In no single 
instance were these wicked deeds of Nazism seen as its 
“good sides.” If there was a disquieting note in these find- 
ings, it was again the non-political attitude of many 
Germans and their lack of insight into the total wicked- 
ness of Nazism, whose “good sides” were related to, de- 


‘ 


pendent on and instrumentalities of its “evil sides.” Many 
remember their past personal advantages more intensely 
than the misfortunes of others. But what the survey did 
not show was the “rise in neo-Nazism” announced by 
the Sunday Times headline over Mr. Middleton’s story. 
Only 2 per cent of the total population sample turned out 
to be hard-core Nazis, insisting that “nothing was bad” 
in the Nazi ideas. 

In his anxiety to show the great Nazi advance, Mr. 
Middleton failed to tell us that the American High Com- 
mission pollsters themselves, in their tentative conclusions 
from which he quoted copiously various phrases out of 
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context, had carefully insisted on one fact: Although 
many Germans remembered many “good sides,” this did 
not imply their wish or readiness to accept the “bad 
sides” of the Nazi past, or to have Nazism back as their 
new order. Remembering its “good sides,” they neverthe- 
less rejected it for its “bad sides.” And while the poll 
did not show the alleged “big majority” in favor of 
Nazism, neither did it show the alleged “increase”: In 
the four surveys made since September 1951, the per- 
centage of those who remembered more good in the Nazi 
past, like those who remembered more evil, remained 
(within a statistically irrelevant range) fairly stable. 
The survey was conducted by and for American social 
scientists to yield case material in the study of German 
political psychology. The publication of its scrambled 





findings in the Sunday Times caused international fric- 
tion. The Bonn Government, deeply committed to domes- 
tic and international anti-totalitarian policies in close 
partnership with America, felt that a stick had been 
thrown between its feet—which seemed the more mys- 
terious as the High Commission appeared to have thrown 
it. Unfortunately, the Acting High Commissioner, the 
Chief of Public Affairs and the director of the Reactions 
Analysis Staff responsible for the survey happened to be 
out of town the weekend when Mr. Middleton published 
his report on the survey. Only a week later, after the 
Times “scoop” had gone around the world, did the 
spokesmen of the U.S. Department of State and of the 
High Commission refute the press story. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Middleton still described it as “the United States 
conclusions on the recrudescence of Nazism and national- 
ism” after these official denials. 

Neither the Times nor Mr. Middleton ever corrected 
the misinformation which they had so widely circulated. 
For months to come, “the recent poll which proves the 
revival of Nazism” remained the standard argument in 
the columns, sermons, book reviews and editorials of 
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those who make it their business to warn us against Ger- 
many. 

Two months after this shocking poll story, the Times 
ran a little news item about another new German poll. 
Hidden away between the ads on an inside page, it hardly 
received any attention. West Germans had been asked 
to state: “Which of the political parties represents 
your opinions?” Less iffy and vague than the previous 
poll, this survey (like the election returns) was designed 
to yield valid data on present-day Germany’s political 
temper. According to the poll, 77 per cent of the sample 
committed themselves to the two largest anti-Nazi parties, 
the Christian Democratic Union and the Social Demo- 
cratic party. The headline ignored—and the correspond- 
ent passed over—another finding of the poll: “The Com- 
munist party and the small right-wing parties that have 
succeeded the Socialist Reich party each received less 
than I per cent.” This clear-cut proof of neo-Nazi weak- 
ness had suddenly lost all news value for the Times. 

“It would be a plain miracle,” Chancellor Adenauer 
recently said, “if we had no longer any convinced Na- 
tional Socialists in the Federal Republic. Of course, we 
have them. Fools and criminals do not die out that 





GLOBAL VIEW 


President Eisenhower has moved from his office the large 
globe used by Mr. Truman and replaced it with a smaller 
globe—News item. 


We hear today, indeed too much, 
From nitwit and from scholar, 

That thanks to speedy planes and such 
The world is growing smaller. 


A fact that Eisenhower now, 
A man who very wise is, 

As deeds as well as words avow 
Quite plainly recognizes. 


NO POLICY 


Shaking hands with Soviet officials, said Mr. Dulles, is a 
personal matter, and there is no policy directive covering it— 
News item. 


Shaking, hands, of course, is 
No sign one really loves. 
It is, in fact, a gesture 
Akin to touching gloves. 


But diplomats are cautious ; 
Before they act, they'll check, 
Lest when they stick their hand out 
They stick out, too, their neck. 


—Richard Armour 





quickly. But in no form or fashion do they constitute 
a genuine threat to the security of the Republic. A re- 
capture of power by those elements is out of the ques- 
tion.” 

The story of the poll in the Sunday Times repeated the 
pattern which obtains in many newspaper reports from 
Germany. According to this pattern, German anti-Nazism 
(like “dog bites man”) is no news; but German neo- 
Nazism (like “man bites dog”) is news fit to print. An 
irresponsibly misleading and almost fictitious picture of 
present-day Germany is conjured up in America. When 
such a picture is played back to Germany, as it is with 
even greater exaggeration, it makes many Germans won- 
der whether America has any fairness and good will left, 
or whether it will always consider them Nazis, whatever 
the truth. 

It almost seems as if the Times correspondent in Bonn 
and some of its New York staffers were so deeply con- 
vinced of the fact that (as one of them, Mr. Joseph Kraft 
of the Sunday edition, wrote recently) “the Germans 
never learn,” that they consider it their job to slant the 
news according to their pessimistic, alarmist views— 
whatever the true facts may be. On March 8—less than 
two weeks before the ratification of the European defense 
pacts in Bonn—a Middleton dispatch scared Times read- 
ers (again with a large front-page headline) : “Adenauer 
Set Back by Court on Status of Pacts with West.” The 
story made the readers believe that Adenauer’s pro-West- 
ern policy had received a serious reverse. This report 
contrasted with all others, which explained the court de- 
cision as a triumph for the Chancellor. Twelve days later, 
the treaties were ratified with an impressive majority. 

The full text of the address which Adenauer delivered 
in Washington on April 8 was, in contrast to the Times’ 
usual procedure, not reported; it was in the Tribune. In 
this speech of more than 3,000 words, Adenauer covered 
the whole field of German and European policy questions, 
the defense program against the Soviets, friendly relations 
with America, economic recovery, the Saar, the European 
Army, refugees, etc. Less than a tenth of his 3,000 words 
were devoted to a warning to Americans not to be 
alarmed by their press reports on the alleged Nazi revival, 
and to his assurance that his government would resist an 
attempted Nazi revival. With emphasis only on the last 
point, without interest in the other vital questions, 
suppressing his categorical refutation of the “alarming 
picture of the resurgence of National Socialism . . . 
which has recently been widely circulated in your press,” 
the Times headlined the report: “Adenauer Spurns Nazi 
Militarism.” 

An international press organization headed by the 
Sunday Editor of the New York Times recently received 
a substantial grant from the Ford Foundation to study 
the flow of international news. Would it not be worth- 
while for its researchers to study how German news is 
reported, say, by the New York Times? 
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BOHN 


T HE OTHER DAY, while looking for 
something in the Congressional 
Record, | came upon the case of Mr. 
Elverton R. Chapman. Mr. Chapman 
was a modest and proper stockbroker 
during the final quarter of the nine- 
teenth century. His only claim to 
fame is that, like many others today, 
he refused to answer questions put to 
him by a committee of the Senate. I 
recall him to the living because I 
think his story has a point in connec- 
tion with the goings-on of Senator 
McCarthy. 

McCarthy’s shenanigans have led 
many intelligent citizens to think 
that Congressional investigating com- 
mittees are a drag on the body politic. 
Most people think that the President 
—or the Secretary of State—is right, 
and regard legislative investigators as 
mere troublemakers. Both the House 
and the Senate have lost something of 
their traditional standing. People are 
asking: “Where did these men get 
the power to cross-examine private 
citizens or fellow public officials?” 
The Chapman story throws light on 
these matters. 

Mr. Chapman won _ distinction 
during Grover Cleveland’s second 
term. In those days, tariff legislation 
was the main business of Congress. 
During the passage of the Wilson bill, 
there was an especially long and hot 
debate about sugar schedules. Nat- 
urally, men who could guess in ad- 
vance what the new rates were to be 
could make a sweet little profit by 
buying or selling sugar stocks. 
While the whole business was in the 
works, the New York World—would 
that it were still with us!—started a 
hurricane of talk by carrying a story 
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to the effect that Senators were buy- 
ing shares in sugar companies. 

In those far-off times, there were 
enough Populists in Congress to raise 
a rumpus. The respectable Democrats 
and Republicans were far from ac- 
knowledging that the Populist charges 
were justified. But obviously some- 
thing had to be done. So, on May 17, 
1894, a very able committee, headed 
by Senator Gray of Delaware, was 
appointed to make an investigation. 

The enabling resolution recorded 
the fact that newspaper reports as- 
serted that sugar schedules had been 
raised “in consideration of large 
sums of money paid for campaign 
purposes of the Democratic party.” 
But this was strictly a bipartisan 
affair. The men chiefly under sus- 
picion in regard to stock deals were 
very rich Republicans. 

The committee promptly went to 
work. Senator William V. Allen, of 
Illinois, was the mainspring of the 
inquiry. The Senators were brought 
in one by one and asked by Allen if 
they had bought any sugar stock. 
Each one denied knowing anything 
about sugar, excepting that which he 
put in his coffee. But the incident 
which aroused the greatest interest 
was the questioning of Mr. Chapman, 
the representative of a Wall Street 
brokerage firm. Senator Allen asked 
him six times whether he or his firm 
had placed any orders for sugar 
stocks on behalf of members of the 
Senate. Six times, the witness refused 
to reply. 

What to do about this recalcitrant 
witness became the subject of a long 
and hot discussion. One of the major 
participants was George Hoar, of 


Massachusetts, a great Senator and a 
great lawyer. These men discussed 
the Senate’s right to punish a balky 
witness. They agreed that this right 
was an important point in constitu- 
tional law, and that it had been de- 
veloped and recognized from the very 
beginning of parliamentary history 
in England. Over and over, it was 
asserted that, without this right, a 
legislative assembly would be crip- 
pled in the discharge of its duties. 
Senator Gray’s report of the com- 
mittee’s action quoted paragraphs 
102, 103 and 104 of the Revised 
Statutes of the U.S. These laws pro- 
vided that anyone refusing to answer 
questions of a committee of the 
Senate or the House is guilty of a 
misdemeanor, that he may be turned 
over to the prosecuting attorney to be 
dealt with by a grand jury and pun- 
ished by fine or imprisonment. 

In accordance with these provi- 
sions, Mr. Chapman was sentenced to 
a fine and a term in jail. In 1897, it 
was reported that he had applied 
to President McKinley for a pardon. 
To a man, the Senators stood up and 
declared that the President had no 
right to interfere with the actions 
of Congress. The report turned out 
to be false. I take it that the respect- 
able Wall Street man had had leisure 
enough to consider the problems of 
constitutional government in the 
tranquility of a Federal prison. 

This case may serve as a useful re- 
minder to impatient citizens. The 
right of Congress to call witnesses 
and to force them to testify may be 
abused. It may result in smearing and 
inconveniencing innocent citizens. 
But it may be important to the na- 
tion as a powerful weapon of the 
legislative branch of the Government 
against the executive, and as a means 
of hunting down corruption. 

History proves that the people’s 
safety lies in the maintenance of a 
strong and independent legislative as- 
sembly. What has happened in Rus- 
sia, Italy and Germany demonstrates 
that parliaments which allow them- 
selves to be kicked around pave the 
way for dictators. 
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KEYNES 


N ECONOMICS, as in other branches of knowledge, a few 

books tower above all others. One of these giants— 
John M. Keynes’s General Theory of Employment, Inter- 
est and Money—was published seventeen years ago. Its’ 
importance, both scientific and political, can scarcely be 
exaggerated. Its initial impact upon economic thinking 
has been termed “revolutionary.” Its influence in public 
affairs has been second only to that of Marx’s Das Kapital. 

But a question can be and has been raised concerning 
the durability of this British masterpiece: Will it survive) 
the tests of experience and of critical analysis in the same 
degree as have earlier economic classics? At least from 
one significant source we have had an answer to the 
question. The virtual demise of Keynesian economics 
has been duly noted and—it must be added—fully ap- 
proved by Arthur F. Burns, President Eisenhower’s recent 
appointee to the Council of Economic Advisers. 

Of course, abortive announcements of the British Lord’s 
intellectual death are not unfamiliar. The full-employment 
policy associated with his name has rarely been conducive 
to dispassionate appraisal. Keynes, in common with Marx, 
has time and again been hotly debated by intelligent an- 
tagonists who have never read his pages. But Burns— 
who has been professor of economics at Columbia Uni- 
versity and Director of the National Bureau of Economie 
Research—has read Keynes. He is, furthermore, now 
in a position to implement his judgment in policy, for 
he appears destined to become the most important eco- 
nomist of the new administration. 

If his judgment of Keynes is correct, the basic premis 
underlying the economic policies of Roosevelt and Tru- 
man (and of existing governments in Great Britain, Can4 
ada, Australia and elsewhere in the democratic world! 
must be overhauled or discarded. This means more than 
revising existing techniques of Government control, man 
of which obviously require substantial alteration, im 
provement or extension; it means abandoning any effort 
toward an alert, systematic, national full-employmen 
policy. If Burns is wrong, his error must rank as more 
than an intellectual oddity; it could lead to economic 
disaster sufficient to shake the foundations of our society. 

What is the “Keynesian” economics with which Burns 
takes vehement issue?* Has it, as he declares, in any 
sense declined? 

Like all essentially new ideas, Keynesian theory was not 
without precursors. Particular elements in the structure 
were well known since David Ricardo and T. R. Malthus, 
others since Karl Marx, and nearly all since Knut Wick- 
sell and Alfred Marshall (Keynes’s most distinguished 
teacher). The structure of Keynesian theory as a whole 
was nonetheless radically different. 


* The views of Arthur F. Burns appear particularly in Economic Research and 
the Keynesian Thinking of Our Times (Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the 
National Bureau of Economic Research, 1946), and The Instability of Con- 
sumer Spending (Thirty-second Annual Report of the National Bureau of 
Economic Research, 1952). He is scheduled to lecture this summer at the 
Case Institute of Technology on “‘The Decline of the Keynesian System.” 


The New Leader 





a few 
nts— 
Inter- 


rning 


rvive 
same 


omic 


now 


Ww he le 


eader 











The Revolt 
Against 


Keynes 


Presidential adviser Burns may urge 
break with Keynesian policies 


By Melville J. Ulmer 


Professor of Economics, American University; 
staff, National Bureau of Economic Research 





KEYNES 


12 


N ECONOMICS, as in other branches of knowledge, a few 

books tower above all others. One of these giants— 
John M. Keynes’s General Theory of Employment, Inter- 
est and Money—was published seventeen years ago. Its 
importance, both scientific and political, can scarcely be 
exaggerated. Its initial impact upon economic thinking 
has been termed “revolutionary.” Its influence in public 
affairs has been second only to that of Marx’s Das Kapital. 

But a question can be and has been raised concerning 
the durability of this British masterpiece: Will it survive 
the tests of experience and of critical analysis in the same 
degree as have earlier economic classics? At least from 
one significant source we have had an answer to the 
question, The virtual demise of Keynesian economics 
has been duly noted and—it must be added—fully ap- 
proved by Arthur F. Burns, President Eisenhower’s recent 
appointee to the Council of Economic Advisers. 

Of course, abortive announcements of the British Lord’s 
intellectual death are not unfamiliar. The full-employment 
policy associated with his name has rarely been conducive 
to dispassionate appraisal. Keynes, in common with Marx, 
has time and again been hotly debated by intelligent an- 
tagonists who have never read his pages. But Burns— 
who has been professor of economics at Columbia Uni- 
versity and Director of the National Bureau of Economic 
Research—has read Keynes. He is, furthermore, now 
in a position to implement his judgment in policy, for 
he appears destined to become the most important eco- 
nomist of the new administration. 

If his judgment of Keynes is correct, the basic premises 
underlying the economic policies of Roosevelt and Tru- 
man (and of existing governments in Great Britain, Can- 
ada, Australia and elsewhere in the democratic world) 
must be overhauled or discarded. This means more than 
revising existing techniques of Government control, many 
of which obviously require substantial alteration, im- 
provement or extension; it means abandoning any effort 
toward an alert, systematic, national full-employment 
policy. If Burns is wrong, his error must rank as more 
than an intellectual oddity; it could lead to economic 
disaster sufficient to shake the foundations of our society. 

What is the “Keynesian” economics with which Burns 
takes vehement issue?* Has it, as he declares, in any 
sense declined? 

Like all essentially new ideas, Keynesian theory was not 
without precursors. Particular elements in the structure 
were well known since David Ricardo and T. R. Malthus, 
others since Karl Marx, and nearly all since Knut Wick- 
sell and Alfred Marshall (Keynes’s most distinguished 
teacher). The structure of Keynesian theory as a whole 
was nonetheless radically different. 


* The views of Arthur F. Burns appear particularly in Economic Research and 
the Keynesian Thinking of Our Times (Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the 
National Bureau of Economic Research, 1946), and The Instability of Con- 
sumer Spending (Thirty-second Annual Report of the National Bureau of 
Economic Research, 1952). He is scheduled to lecture this summer at the 
Case Institute of Technology on “The Decline of the Keynesian System.” 
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Elder, Arthur A. .......+- ‘9/3, ‘11/26, i2/s, 12/10 


stew eeeeeeee 


cccccccccce sf 


Emmet, Christopher oe 
_$/28, 7/2, 8/6, 11/12 
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Leuchtenburg, William E. .......... 1/1, 4/23, 9/10 
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Lowenthal, Richard 
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Phillips, Morgan ....-.+seececcceceecereecetes 
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Pusta, Kaarel R. Sr. 
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Rudayteky, Ewam Li ...cccccccccccccccccccces 9/17 
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Thibodeau, William H.  .......-seccceceeeees 2/26 
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Highlights of 1951 


James B. Conant—Science 
Views the Future (September 17) 

General William J. Donovan— 
We Can Win in Eurove (March 
26) 

Senator Paul 4. Douglas— 
What to Do About China (July 9) 

Rudolph Halley—My War 
Against Crime in Politics (Sep- 
tember 24) 

Dore Schary—Hollywood Is 
Growing Up (January 8) 

Lilliam Smith—The South Re- 
acts to Segregation (September 3) 

Norman Thomas—Why No One 
Can Be Neutral (October 15) 
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A MERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 


The Indestructible AVC, by Daniel James ..6/11 
{Comments by Phil Dreyer and Walter Golman, 
reply by Daniel James, 7/2} 

Americans for Democratic Action 
ADA Fights Reds—and Reactionaries, by Gus Tyler 


peodcdecoccoocsccveccccovecseseooseeseocosess 3/5 
Argentina 
Argentina—Fascism’s Refuge, by Robert J. Alex- 
MERE. cxnubssnsrcevearnavacdeensecoyesneeen 1/15 
Labor Props Up Peron, by Robert J. Alexander 
PPTTTITITITT LITT TTT tt 10/22 


Peron and the Army, by Robert J. Alexander 10/29 
Peron and the Church, by Robert J. Alexander 
TTTTTTU TTI TUT TT 11/5 
Peron’s Secret Plan (editorial) ............+++ 3/5 
A Triumph for Evita, by Victor Alba ....8/13 
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In the first place, it concerned itself with providing an 
explanation for the level of national income and employ- 
ment. Previous doctrine had dealt primarily with prob- 
lems relating to the allocation of resources among alter- 
native uses and to the determination of relative prices. In 
such studies, full employment was assumed, and business 
depressions were viewed as temporary deviations from 
equilibrium (with full employment), to which the econ- 
omy would return swiftly and certainly provided the 
banking system was sound and wage rates were flexible 
(especially downward). Keynes recognized no such auto- 
matic tendencies and placed emphasis, instead, on the 
deviations. He was the first to examine, systematically, 
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the question of why one particular level of employment 
might prevail at a given time rather than some other. 

Second, Keynesian theory was framed in terms of broad 
aggregates—such as the volume of consumer expendi- 
tures, the national income, the volume of investment, of 
money, etc. Such aggregates are generally measurable 
and, incidentally, lead easily to mathematical formula- 
tion. Previous economists dealt primarily with the indi- 
vidual units of economic behavior—the consumer, the 
firm, the industry—in settings which often involved a 
bewildering range of detail and many unmeasurable con- 
cepts. 

The third distinguishing element of Keynesian theory is 
a consequence of the first two. It was associated at once 
with a forthright and easily understood policy proposal. 


May 4, 1953 


sme? ’ - 
Ee . ae bad 


WALL STREET: FISCAL AND CREDIT POLICIES BASED ON KEYNESIAN THEORY HAVE ALTERED IT DRASTICALLY 


If the determinants of employment had been correctly 
defined in terms of observable economic magnitudes, then 
the problem of control—at least in principle—had also 
been solved. Keynes believed he had demonstrated be- 
yond question that it was within the power of Govern- 
ment, through fiscal policy, to maintain full employment. 
This was in sharp contrast with older orthodox doctrine, 
which often pleaded insufficient knowledge for the solu- 
tion of practical problems, or despairingly advocated 
laissez faire. 

As noted above, the initial impact of the General 
Theory has been termed “revolutionary.” This judgment 
must be qualified. Younger economists, in most in- 





stances, embraced it eagerly. The ease of mathematical 
application lent an air of power, precision and authority 
to its results not often present in other types of analysis. 
Its essential simplicity, plus the liberal politics with which 
it was associated, heightened its attractiveness. However, 
older economists for some time remained skeptically 
aloof. Not until the early 1940s, when Keynesian eco- 
nomics proved indispensable for wartime planning, did 
its authority grow appreciably above that reached in the 
first surge of its popularity. 

But this growth led swiftly to final assimilation in 
the main body of economic thought and to acceptance 
at least as general as has been accorded any doctrine of 
the past. Far from declining in recent years, all evidence 
points to a continued advance in the extensions of its 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE 





KEYNES coxrivue 


use and the range of applications to which it is adapted. 
It is common, rather than unusual, to find side by side 
in business journals editorial excoriations of the British 
master and the avid use of Keynesian tools by business 
analysts concerned with the current economic situation. 
The most widely adopted textbook for freshman eco- 
nomics—Paul A. Samuelson’s Economics—is strictly 
Keynesian, and its popularity is increasing. Moreover, its 
closest competitor, as well as all other widely employed 
texts, presents Keynesian economics as accepted doctrine. 

But elementary textbooks typically lag behind the 
latest innovations, and we may inquire: Have any fatal 
flaws in the Keynesian system recently been developed? 
Perhaps the closest approach may be found in the numer- 
ous analyses over the last few years of the so-called 
consumption function. It is now recognized more widely 
than when Keynes wrote that the volume of con- 
sumption expenditures may not be explained simply by 
reference to the volume of consumer incomes. Other 
variables, such as previous levels of income, the volume 
of liquid assets and of household inventories, also enter 
as determinants—a fact familiar to most housewives and 
businessmen and stressed at length by Burns in his 
criticisms. To be sure, Keynes knew of this, too, and had 
selected current income only as the most important 
variable over the shorter run. Recent studies in this 
field must be adjudged a refinement of, rather than an 
attack upon, the system. 

Such revisions of detail have occurred in other seg- 
ments of the theory, and indeed many valuable exten- 
sions to fiscal policy and to business cycles have been 
developed since the master’s death. The three latest and 
most important books in the latter field are based solidly 
on the Keynesian framework—sure proof that the sys- 
tem has not been discarded. 

But most interest attaches, naturally, to policy, and 
the extent to which the original Keynesian pronounce- 
ments may have survived in this critical field. One con- 
tribution of Keynesian thory was to focus attention on 
the truism that a dollar spent is a dollar received—that, 
in general, the volume of income depends upon, and is 
measured by, the volume of spending. Depressions are 
characterized by a deficiency in the volume of the na- 
tion’s spending, inflations by an excess. In this setting, 
Keynes forcefully affirmed that it was always possible 
for Government to offset a decline in the outlays of 
consumers or business by an appropriate increase in its 
own expenditures. Serious unemployment could persist, 
then, only in the presence of irresponsible government. 

Of course, there are methods of influencing the volume 
of the national income without recourse to extraordinary 
public expenditure. For example, tax rates may be al- 
tered—systematically raised in boom periods and lowered 
in recessions. Such manipulation would be expected to 
increase private spending when it was needed most, and 
reduce it when it was redundant. Similarly, credit con- 
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trols might be appropriately tightened or relaxed. Both 
Keynes and his followers envisaged the use of such mea- 
sures, in conjunction with Government spending, for the 
control of cyclical fluctuations. But public works have 
been, historically, the most dramatic policy proposal as. 
sociated with the name of Keynes, and remain in some 
ways the simplest weapon against industrial instability. 

Now it is recognized that a full-employment policy, en- 
gineered through Government fiscal operations, breeds 
problems of its own. Inflation is one of these. The 
possibility of conflict between Government and private 
enterprise is another. Financing Government expendi- 
tures, and the concomitant growth of the public debt, is 
a third. Even s6, a substantial proportion of economists 
are hopeful that these problems may be controlled—and 
a number of ingenious suggestions have been offered in 
this direction. For them, the principal Keynesian thesis 
remains—that Government fiscal powers are sufficient, if 
boldly employed, to maintain unemployment at or close 
to an irreducible minimum. 

The popularity of this thesis has survived both the 
minor revisions in its theoretical underpinning and the 
qualifications with respect to its results which have ap- 
peared in recent years. It has indeed won the endorse- 
ment of official professional committees, including those 
of the American Economic Association (primarily aca- 
demic economists), the United Nations (primarily Gov- 
ernment economists), and the Committee for Economic 
Development (primarily business economists). 

We may wonder, then, on what grounds does Burns 
persist in standing apart. We obtain partial explanation 
from the fact that Burns is a pure empiricist. As such, 
his criticism of Keynesian theory applies as well to all 
theory. He will accept only precise laws, though in all 
sciences “laws” (or relationships) must remain mere 
approximations of reality and especially so for those 
dealing with social behavior. Hence, Burns accepts no 
theory—a position leading, policywise, to the laissez 
faire of the Republican Twenties. It is in this sense that 
Burns’s isolation is invested with peculiar danger. 

In particular, the current prosperity of the American 
economy rests squarely upon the rate of our buildup for 
national defense. It is now generally agreed that even a 
cessation of the rise in munitions output—that is, a level- 
ing off of defense expenditures—could signal recession. 
Any substantial decline in such outlays would almost 
certainly lead to deep depression. Can we afford to rule 
out, from an economic point of view, any possibility 
of peace, or even a slowdown in the cold war? Should 
we not prepare for proper action to support the general 
level of business activity in such an eventuality? The 
statements of Arthur F. Burns in the past tend to dampen 
our expectations that the correct answers will be given to 
these questions. It is to be hoped that, when faced with 
the responsibilities of public office, he will concur with 
the majority opinion of his colleagues. 
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nomists first spoke of “la trahison des 
d—and f ¢lercs”—“the treason of the intellect- 
ered in uals.” And a segment of America’s 
1 thesis f jntellectuals has been guilty of trea- 
sient, if fF son—not to their country, fortunately, 
or close but to those ideals which should be 
the common faith of all men and 
oth the — women with a special feeling for the 
ind the — values of Western humanist civiliza- 
ave ap- Ff tion. 
ndorse- Among these ideals are liberty, jus- 
g those tice, objectivity, the rule of law. In 
ly aca- their attitude toward Soviet Commu- 
ly Gov- F nism, not a few intellectuals sacri- 
onomic ficed these ideals, abdicated their 
rational and moral faculties, refused 
Burns f to accept the most overwhelming evi- 
anation — dence of monstrous oppression, sold 
s such, [ out a precious heritage for a mess of 
| to all — messianic pottage. 
| in all If anyone wants to see how far this 
1 mere f attitude went, let him look up back 
- those — copies of such publications as the 
pts no — Nation and the New Republic in the 
laissez | Thirties, or the long lists of names 
se that — signed to every “Hooray for Murder” 
resolution put out whenever there 
nerican was a new batch of victims for Stal- 
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even a It is true that open 100-per-cent 
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ession. lar. But instead of the fellow-traveler, 
almost ' we now have the anti-anti-Commu- 
to rule nist, who devotes 5 per cent of his 
sibility time to repudiating sympathy with 
Should Communism and 95 per cent to chat- 
yeneral — ter about “witch hunting,” “red- 
? The § baiting,” “hysteria,” etc. 
lampen Speaking as an intellectual himself, 
iven to Peter Viereck presented a brilliant 
d with ff indictment of the record of many 
ir with American intellectuals at the opening 
session of a new Harvard debating 
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WHERE the NEWS ENDS 


By William Henry Chamberlin 


Two Opposites: 
Viereck and Werth 


society, modeled somewhat along the 
lines of the famous Oxford Union. 
Holding the scales even by de- 
nouncing “McCarthyism” and irre- 
sponsible excesses on the Right, 
Viereck cited chapter and verse to 
prove the motion he was presenting 
to the club: that American intellect- 
uals deserve censure for not being as 
vigorous and consistent in opposing 
Communism as in opposing Fascism. 

Viereck cited the familiar trick of 
the false analogy: Plenty of righte- 
ous and justified indignation over 
lynchings (which have fortunately 
declined to an average of about one 
a year); no audible indignation over 
many millions of human beings be- 
ing slowly lynched in Soviet slave- 
labor camps. Much audible wrath 
when McCarthy throws a few brick- 
bats at representatives of the “non- 
Communist Left”; no audible reac- 
tion when there is an announcement 
that the Chinese Communist Govern- 
ment has massacred two million 
“counter-revolutionaries.” 

Viereck also made the useful point 
that the irresponsibility of some in- 
tellectuals has gravely diminished 
popular confidence in the leadership 
of intellectuals. What conciusion can 
be drawn from the amazing fact that, 
on the eve of the cold war, the best 
educated groups in the population, 
according to public-opinion polls, 
were most hopeful about Soviet in- 
tentions? The American “proletariat” 
(if that word has any meaning for 
America) was most distrustful. Does 
this not indicate that something 
was radically wrong in the picture of 
the Soviet Union which was conveyed 
to these “best educated” groups by 


books, lectures and college instruc- 
tion? ... 

One of the few individuals who 
provided flowers for Stalin’s grave 
outside the Iron Curtain was Alex- 
ander Werth, whose fellow-traveling, 
anti-American line is familiar to 
readers of the Nation and the London 
New Statesman. Although Werth was 
denounced as a spy of the “Western 
imperialists” in the Prague trial, his 
enthusiasm for the dead autocrat 
bubbles over in two articles which 
might have better appeared in Pravda 
than in the Manchester Guardian, 
which scarcely enhanced its high 
reputation for judicious journalism 
by printing them. Werth wrote: 

“Stalin, to most people, meant 
a salutary influence against any 
kind of ‘excesses’-—even when 
these were the outcome of his own 
policy. . .. What the great major- 
ity of Russians feel for Stalin is 
immense admiration and _grati- 
tude. . . . Emotionally, the disap- 

pearance of Stalin will mean a 

very great loss to every Russian 

(even to the malcontents). .. . 

Also everybody’s life was in some 

way associated with Stalin. Hence 

so many tears.” 

The first observation to be made 
is that it is quite irresponsible for 
Mr. Werth to pretend to know how 
“every Russian,” “the great major- 
ity of Russians” and “most people” 
feel about Stalin or any other subject. 
Certainly the idea of “malcontents” 
in overcrowded prisons weeping 
copious tears over the death of Stalin 
partakes of comic opera. Absent 
among the mourners, I think it is 
safe to say, would be the survivors 
and relatives of the peasants who 
perished in the great famine of 
1932-33, the survivors and families 
of the hundreds of thousands of Com- 
munist party members purged in the 
Thirties, the relatives and friends of 
the millions consigned to concentra- 
tion camps, the peasants bound to 
the new serfdom of the collective 
farm and the workers who are 
bound to their factories. If one stops 
to reflect, these groups would make 
up a pretty substantial majority of 
the Soviet people. 







Congress at Work. 
By Stephen Bailey and Howard D. Samuel. 
Holt. 502 pp. $5.00. 


IN THESE Days, when the power 
of Congress seems to be growing at 
the expense of the Executive, it is 
important for the conscientious citi- 
zen to understand this unique legisla- 
tive body and its methods of opera- 
tion. Professor Stephen K. Bailey, 
author of Congress Makes a Law, 
and Howard D. Samuel, executive 
director of the Sidney Hillman Foun- 
dation, have joined forces to prepare 
a volume which enables the reader 
to see behind the headlines into the 
actual working of the machinery of 
government. 

\ large and instructive section of 
the book is devoted to a description of 
the election and day-to-day duties of 
three men representing a wide cross- 
section of Congress—Senator Leh- 
man, liberal Democrat of New York: 
William H. Ayres, middle-of-the-road 
Republican Congressman of Ohio, 
and Frank E. Smith, Dixiecrat of 
Mississippi. The formal routine of 
the first week of Congress is sketched, 
as well as the mad rush of the closing 
week. Patronage, private bills, the 
pork barrel, and the impact of lob- 
bies are each illustrated by actual 
case histories. Reaching back into 
the past to show “What One Man 
Can Do,” the authors tell of the long 
struggle of Senator Norris to establish 
TVA. The investigating process is 
displayed through accounts of the 
Truman Committee and the House 
Un-American Activities Committee. 

Congress is shown in a leisurely 
mood dealing with the Displaced Per- 
sons Act, and acting with urgent haste 
on the Emergency Banking Act of 
1933. It is portrayed dealing with 
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WRITERS and WRITING 


The Anatomy of Congress 


Reviewed by David C. Williams 


Editor, “ADA World”; frequent 


“New Leader” contributor 


taxes and with appropriations, and 
venturing abroad in the debates over 
the ratification of the North Atlantic 
Pact. 

The authors begin by quoting 
Ralph Waldo Emerson: “A Congress 
is a standing insurrection, and es- 


ing insurrections. It is for this very 
reason that the steam escaping on 
Capitol Hill causes so much alarm 
abroad. Other peoples, just as demo- 
cratic as Americans, are accustomed 
to the union of executive and legis. 
lative power in a single team of 





THE OPENING OF THE EIGHTY-THIRD CONGRESS: A POOR MASTER 


capes the violence of accumulated 
grievances.” They add: 


“This is a definition of all demo- 
cratic government. For democracy 
is the only form of government 
which allows just sufficient steam 
to escape through its constitutional 
and political safety valves to pre- 
vent, on the one hand, the scalding 
of individuals and, on the other. 
the explosion of the social boiler.” 


Here, perhaps, the authors tend 
to assume too much. Parliaments in 
general (and the British Parliament 
in particular) are by no means stand- 


responsible party leaders, and can- 
not comprehend the built-in rebel- 
liousness of Congress. 

In many respects, Congress is more 
responsive to public opinion than is 
the British Parliament (although it 
is interesting to note how, through 
his seniority, Senator McCarran, re 
presenting 170,000 people, succeeded 
time and again in frustrating the will 
of 150 million). But, if Congress is 
a reasonably good servant of pub- 
lic opinion, it is a poor master. The 
predominance of local interests and 
the prejudices and passions which are 
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generated among so large (and, on 
the whole, so undistinguished) a 
body of men do not qualify it to 
administer the domestic and foreign 
policies of the most powerful state 
in the world. In times which are at 
all demanding, the system can func- 
tion only with strong leadership in 
the White House. 

In this connection, it is interesting 
to note that the name of Senator 
McCarthy is not included in the 
comprehensive index. No one in re- 
cent history has so adroitly exploited 
the vast potential of irresponsibility 
and mischief which is inherent in our 


| Congress of “standing insurrection.” 


His career raises a serious question 
whether Congress actually functions 
as a safety valve for political and 
social pressures, or whether it is 
now actually functioning to increase 
those pressures and tensions beyond 
the danger point. One hopes that the 
authors will find some later op- 
portunity of dealing with this impor- 
tant question. 





Witches in Their Heyday 


The God of the Witches. 
By Margaret Murray. 
Oxford. 218 pp. $4.00. 


REVISED since its earlier publica- 
tion in England, The God of the 
Witches offers fresh interpretations 
of the true nature of witchcraft. It 
is a_ skilful popularization, with 
enough well-chosen primary source 
material quoted to provide an agree- 
able glimpse of the distinguished 
scholarship on which it is based. 
After a succinct introduction on the 
earlier origins of pagan religion, Dr. 
Murray turns to witchcraft during 
the Middle Ages in Western Europe 
and the British Isles. 

Briefly, the author’s thesis is that 
the pre-Christian religion of Europe 
survived as an active faith with a 
large following well into the Christian 
era. She contends, in fact, that it ex- 
isted as a dynamic faith in the 
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Middle Ages and, although by the 
thirteenth century it had begun to de- 
cline, it can be traced even into the 
eighteenth; by way of collateral illus- 
tration, Dr. Murray describes several 
popular celebrations carried on today 
which have a shallow but still dis- 
cernible connection with earlier 
pagan rites. 

The deity of this Old Religion was 
the Horned God, and the evidence of 
his worship can be traced from its 
Stone Age prototypes. Much evidence 
is still, hopefully, to be unearthed 
and much of what is known is dis- 
torted. For the Old Religion survived 
longest as the faith of the people, 
and the masses being illiterate, it was 
the educated. proselytizing Christian 
who recorded the evidence we have 
of its nature and existence. Naturally, 
this record bears the mark of sectar- 
ian narrowness and bias; what the 
ecclesiastical and judicial historians 
of the period excoriated and zealously 
exterminated as “witches” were, in 
Dr. Murray’s view, simply the priests 
and followers of the ancient, non- 
Christian god. The fact that the 
Christian church was obliged to fight 
to suppress these dissidents through 
long and merciless prosecution is 
just one indication of the tough re- 
sistance which the Old Religion put 
up, thanks to its numerous following 
and the tenacity of their faith. 

As one example of the author’s 
re-interpretations in the light of this 
theory, there is her provocative sug- 
gestion that Joan of Arc was an ad- 
herent of the Old Religion. In other 
words, the old charge of her being 
a “witch” was quite possibly true. 
According to this view, in her atti- 
tude toward the Dauphin Joan would 
have fused her patriotic devotion to 
him as her country’s rightful King 
with her religious devotion to him 
as a god—for even in her day, as in 
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more ancient times, the King was 
sacred—literally God incarnate. 

A more general contention, less 
novel and scarcely to be debated, is 
that there exists a continuity of be- 
lief and ritual which can be traced 
from paleolithic to modern times 
and that this is properly a field for 
anthropological investigation. Dr. 
Murray’s book in itself is convincing 
evidence that medieval Europe is a 


particularly rich mine. There are scat- 
tered throughout tantalizing asides— 
indications as to how the vestigial re- 
mains of the Old Religion can be 
found in the New, some of it un- 
conscious, some the result of design, 
the more vigorous religion seeking 
to overcome its opponent by absorb- 
ing elements of it. The whole ques- 
tion of fairies receives some sorely 
needed rehabilitation. We know only 





the Shakespeare fairy, and Dr. Mur. 
ray does some fascinating spadework 
in unearthing its predecessors. 
Provocative as all this is, and 
speculative as some of it must be, per. 
haps the chief accomplishment of the 
book is that, in its deliberately lim. 
ited scope, it still manages to suggest 
the continuity of human conscious. 
ness and the relatedness of its many 
and often conflicting manifestations. 





A Novel of Italian Poverty 


The Fifth Generation. 
By Dante Arfelli. 
Scribners. 333 pp. $3.50. 


POVERTY IS never easy to bear; it 
is bleakest where it is not leavened 
by hope. Then it engenders in the 
energetic few a stiffnecked resistance 
which sometimes finds an outlet in 
extra-legal activities or, in the major- 
ity, a grudging acceptance which 
ends by resembling apathy or “in- 
differentism.” 

Those attitudes are embodied in 
Berto and Claudio, the young pro- 
tagonists who typify the two poles 
of Italy’s luckless fifth generation. 
Reared under Fascism, they fought 
its wars, rebuilt their bombed-out 
towns and shattered businesses only 
to find themselves once more impris- 
oned within the rigid social and eco- 
nomic patterns of a hated past: static 
markets, endemic unemployment and 
its concomitant, the straitjacket of 
poverty and frustration. 

Claudio and Berto are the sons of 
hard-working Adriatic fishermen who, 
despite unending and back-breaking 
toil, barely manage to make a living 
for their families. Although there is 
always enough to eat, poverty here 
takes the form of constant denial and 
reluctant but necessary penny-pinch- 
ing. As adolescents, the two friends 
resort to pilfering and smuggling to 
get spending money. With manhood 
comes the war, the mysterious deaths 
of their anti-Fascist fathers (interned 


Reviewed by Héléne Cantarella 
Former chief, Foreign Language Review Section, 
OWI Motion Picture Bureau 


together on the penal island of Ponza 
for clandestine activity), their in- 
duction into the Fascist militia and, 
after the false Armistice, flight to 
the British zone. Here Berto, the 
more enterprising of the two, be- 
comes a black-marketeer once ven- 
geance has freed him of the obsession 
of his father’s death. Claudio, in- 
volved as a bystander in a café brawl, 
takes fright, returns to his native vil- 
lage and, after half-heartedly joining 
the partisans, sits out the rest of the 
war. 

When Berto finally comes home, 
he buys up with his profits a mo- 
torized fishing boat and starts on the 
activities which will establish him as 
a small capitalist, ready to assume 
toward others the attitudes which had 
created the conditions of his own 
bleak youth. Claudio, the more 
thoughtful of the two and, in a sense, 
a witness to, rather than an active 
participant in, the drama of his own 
life, takes an unpromising job as a 
bank clerk where he will continue to 
watch himself live out his life. 

No one has expressed better than 
Arfelli the gnawing frustrations of 
poverty: futile anger before glitter- 
ing shop-windows, the humiliations 
of insufficient privacy, the untamable 
disorder of cramped living quarters 
where too many people must dwell to- 








gether, the flint-eyed greed of rela- 
tives and friends awaiting the death 
of an affluent old woman whose 
earthly goods they can scarcely wait 
to divide. 

All these he has conveyed in 
graphic scenes, strung together like 
the beads of a necklace. Unfortu. 
nately, however, the novel lacks that 
cohesion which would have welded it 
into an organic whole. In his excel- 
lent first novel, The Unwanted, Arfelli 
succeeded in infusing the poignant 
story of Lidia and Luca with the life 
that is missing in this second work. 
Perhaps it is because in the Fifth 
Generation he has tried to encompass 
too vast a canvas and his characters 
often seem like silhouettes—deft, but 
insubstantial—rather than people of 
flesh and blood. They go through un- 
told hardships, witness harrowing 
events, yet remain essentially un- 
touched, unmoved, unchanged. 

The novel does raise, however, the 
infinite number of questions—social, 
political, economic—which plague all 
men of good will in Italy—as well as 
in other countries of Europe. How 
does one begin to solve them? Arfelli 
gives no clue—probably because he 
sees little hope of a solution as things 
now stand. Nor do his hapless fisher 
men, who would like to take the 
middle way and cannot. 
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DEAR EDITOR 


Criticizes Grady Article 
As ‘Naive,’ ‘Materialistic’ 

Allow me to express my surprise at the 
peculiarly naive and materialistic approach of 
former Ambassador Henry F. Grady’s article 
on the Iranian oil crisis [THe New LEapEr, 
April 271. 

Mr. Grady admits that the British were will- 
ing to make monetary concessions, but refused 
to make non-monetary ones; usually this is 
called a refusal to compromise when principles 
are involved. But he says that the Western 
world must adjust its policy to the concept of 
equality on the part of the underdeveloped 
countries. He also says that what Mountbatten 
did in India should be done now in Moham- 
medan countries like Iran, North Africa and 
Indonesia. 

Is it so difficult to see that equality works 
both ways and that Mohammedans who are 
historically conditioned to consider all Chris- 
tians as “giaours” (infidels) take to equality 
only when it works in their favor? Does one 
have to be a Toynbee to realize that the teach- 
ing of the rule of law is just as important for 
economic development as teaching the use of 
tractors and insecticides? Why is what Mount- 
batten did in India not possible in many other 
underdeveloped countries? Because the Indians 
have been particularly fortunate in having been 
under British rule and having been taught 
government by law instead of government by 
pashas or khans. 

It is naive to say that the Mohammedan 
world is predisposed against Communism. It is 
the governing landowners who are naturally 
against Communism, but the starving peasants 
are just as predisposed toward it as was the 
Russian mujik. Instead of advocating economic 
help and extorted concessions to feudalistic 
governments, it would be much better to send 
out organizers from the AFL, as was proposed 
with regard to Indonesia in the preceding 
issue of THe New Leaver [“Aid Backfires in 
Indonesia,” by L. Edward Shuck Jr.]. 

New York City Epcar TASCHDJIAN 


Catches ‘Times’ Salisburying 
In Review of Soviet Movie 
In connection with Louis Jay Herman’s bril- 
liant analysis of Harrison Salisbury’s corre- 
spondence from Moscow in the New York Times 
(Tae New Leaver, April 13], I find on reading 
the April 20 Times that there is a sort of local 
Salisbury right in the home office on West 43rd 
St. He’s a movie critic who signs himself with 
the initials H.H.T. 
H.H.T.’s April 20 review of a Soviet “docu- 
Mentary” at the Stanley Theater could have 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC C HALL 


thowplece of the Nation 
“Magnificent! A great Gupta es TIMES 


ALAN LADD « JEAN ARTHUR « VAN HEFLIN 
in GEORGE STEVENS? Production of 


“SHANE” 


co-starring BRANDON DE WILDE and JACK PALANCE 
color by TECHNICOLOR « A Paramount Picture 
ON STAGE: "SALUDOS AMIGOS"—Gala new revue pro- 
duced by Russell Markert, Rockettes, Corps de Ballet, Choral 
Ensemble and Symphony Orchestra directed by Raymond 
Paige. 












7th HILARIOUS MONTH! 


LYCEUM THEATRE, 45th St. E. of B’way, N. Y. 36 ° 





"AN eee COMEDY!" 
nson, Times 


MELVYN DOUGLAS 
“Time Out For Ginger’’ 


PRICES Evenings, Orchestra $4.80; Balcony, $4.20, 3.60, 3.00, 2.40, 1.80. 
Matinees Wed. & Sat.: Orch. $3.60; Balc. $3.00, 2.40, 1.80, 1.20. Tax incl. 


Please enclose self-addressed stamped envelope with mail order. 


LU 2-3897 








PROTECT Your HOUSEHOLD AGAINST FIRE! 


A deposit of $9.00 for every $1000 worth of insurance is required. Deposits are returnable 
upon withdrewal of membership. 


WORKMEN'S MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE SOCIETY, INC. 








INSURE WITH ONE OF THE OLDEST CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED STATES—FOUNDED IN 1872 
— $1.00 PER YEAR FOR EVERY $1000 OF INSURANCE — 


WRITE FOR BOOKLET NO. L, 62 


227 E. 84 St., New York 28, N. Y.—Phone: RE 4-2432-2428 











A Laxative that is 
pleasant to take 


Why make yourself unhappy with bad-tasting, up- 
setting laxatives? Relieve constipation pleasantly 
with Ex-Lax! 


Ex-Lax tastes good, like delicious chocolate. 
Ex-Lax gets results gently. And you can depend 
on Ex-Lax for thorough relief. Many doctors use 
Ex-Lax in their practice. It’s biologically tested 
for effective action. Always keep a box of Ex-Lax 
handy. Only 12¢. Economy size, 30¢. 


When Nature “forgets”... remember 


EX-LAX 


THE CHOCOLATED LAXATIVE 
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MAY DAY GREETINGS 
from Peretz Branch 705 (Boston, Mass.) 


THE WORKMEN’S CIRCLE 


H. Victorson, Secretary 











DEAR EDITOR 





CONTINUED 


appeared in the Daily Worker without changing 
a word. The film is U.S.S.R. Today, and H.H.T. 
just gushes at the spectacular sights that un- 
fold in this Communist propaganda newsreel. 
The Times critic describes the 
temporary canvas of Soviet activity, often fas- 


“sprawling con- 


cinatingly detailed, consistently picturesque and 
optimistic ...the stunning vastness of the back- 
ground and resources . . . the bustling har. 
monic practicality of the inhabitants.” There is 
some old-fashioned Intourist propaganda about 
“the Young Pioneers, the Russian equivalent 
of our Scouts,” a statement which the Boy 
Scouts of America ought to protest. And then 
H.H.T. sings about a sequence which, “framed 
by a fetching pastoral Carpathian autumn, 
stresses agrarian endeavor in Bukhovina, under 


Good old, 


of whose 


streamlined Soviet tutelage.” lovable 
Riga, 
have been driven into concentration camps and 
eternal says H.H.T., “as 
a fairyland, thriving with manufacturing, marsh 
Baltic re- 
sorts, and overflowing gardens and parks.” And 
Kazakhstan 
output and cross-country canal project with a 
wealth of outlets.” And 
H.H.T. even warms up that old chestnut about 
the wonderful Moscow subways and 


Latvia, millions inhabitants 


slavery, “emerges,” 


conversion, hospitals, music schools, 


“balances a huge copper and coal 


organized cultural 
“the quiet, 
traversing the Radio City 
splendor of gleaming, immaculate 
[which] flabbergast 
ever scrounged aboard a fast BMT.” 

How H.H.T. 
expect his credibility to remain unchallenged 
is hard to say. Would H.H.T. 
thing he read in Pravda? How does he know 
that the Soviet camera tells the truth when we 
function 


orderly crowds 
passages 
should anyone who has 
can write such nonsense and 


believ e every- 


know its press doesn’t? What is the 
of a critic, anyway? 


Montreal, Canada Bryan Foss 
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EDITORIAL 


that the first hundred days of the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration have been undistinguished. Fair-minded 
critics will add that a better beginning could not have 
been expected from a party twenty years out of office, 
torn by internal dissension, and chained to a platform 
whose more appealing pre-election planks are proving 
impossible to fulfill. But if one could not expect a Re- 
publican administration to move forward quickly, one 
had a right to hope that it would not flip backward. Yet 
in a number of areas, most notably in the field of 
psychological warfare, the new regime has made alarm- 
ingly big strides to the rear. 

The plain fact of the matter is that the Administration 
is a principal party to scuttling a bi-partisan psychologi- 
cal-warfare program ten years in the making, at a time 
when world conditions demand an expanded and stream- 
lined program. It would be no exaggeration to say that 
a well-balanced, powerful and continuous phychological 
drive could, at this juncture when the Kremlin itself is 
rent by factional strife, make all the difference between 
peace or war in the world. Yet the Administration, re- 
neging on its campaign promises, has capitulated to 
Senator McCarthy’s current drive against the Voice of 
America and other information agencies, and has con- 
tributed in other ways toward the undermining of the 
entire psychological-warfare program. 

Let us take up the McCarthy issue first, since it was 
under his impetus that the VOA and other agencies com- 
menced to crack up. It is quite clear that McCarthy 
knows nothing about the information services, and is not 
sincerely interested in improving them. If he were sin- 
cere, he would have conducted exhaustive hearings in 
executive session, carefully collated all available data. 
prepared a series of positive recommendations, and only 
then, if necessary to enlist public support for a better 
psychological-warfare program, proceeded with open 
hearings. Instead, the Wisconsin primitive made the coun- 
try’s outstanding information specialists do a strip-tease 
on TV designed to relate them to the species homo sub- 
versivus, exposed an immense array of fancied defects 
in our psychological-warfare program to a mesmerized 
audience, demoralized thousands of hard-working and 
devoted information employes, and held up to ridicule 
before our allies the whole system of Congressional in- 
vestigation—all to the great satisfaction of the Kremlin. 

A classic case of what has happened is that of Reed 
Harris. A top-ranking information official, Harris was 
called before McCarthy’s investigation committee. It de- 
veloped that Harris had written, when he was an under- 


< VERYONE except professional Republicans must agree 





OUR LOST VOICE 












inve 

sees 

wer 

offi 

graduate twenty years ago, a book which maintained that  ; ; 
college football was becoming big business and ruining F {oy 
academic life. A typical product of youthful brashness, of. 
as Harris himself admitted, the book sold less than 1,000 F 
copies. Nevertheless, McCarthy entered it on his private § ;, | 
Index Expurgatorius, and Harris, disgusted with the F ye 
whole performance and anticipating an official existence F jg, 
dogged by McCarthy, resigned. at 
One of the ablest information specialists destroyed by J sy 
McCarthy is Charles W. Thayer, a West Point graduate § jn; 
who served in Moscow and Belgrade during and after the F Re 
war, and who, from 1947 to 1950, headed the Voice of or 
America. It was under Thayer that the Voice became a & jh 
hard-hitting anti-Communist instrument. Recently, threat- Fey, 
ened with blackmail by McCarthy over a private matter § |jb 
Thayer did not want publicized, he resigned from a F ag 





diplomatic post in Germany. 

A third McCarthy target, Theodore Kaghan, is also un- F {o) 
der fire for some twenty-year-old writings. In McCarthy’s § th 
view, an anti-capitalist, anti-religious play that Kaghan — an 
wrote as a college student stamps as “subversive” every — “a 
effort Kaghan has made since 1945 to formulate a dynam- F an 
ic anti-Communist, anti-Nazi information policy in Ger- 
many. Little does it matter to the Wisconsin Neander- § hi 
thal that one of the products of that effort, Der Monat, | ist 
is probably the best and most widely-read anti-Communist ci 
periodical on the Continent. 

Apparently not satisfied with U. S. headlines and TV 
shows, McCarthy set out to conquer Europe with an ad- 
vance guard composed of two junior probers named 
Roy Cohn and David Schine. Among the many fruits 
of their breathless 18-day reconnaissance was McCarthy’s 
attack, a week ago, on U.S.-aided German newspapers 
such as the Berlin Neue Zeitung. Now this paper, as Nor- § »: 
bert Muhlen reported in THe New LeapeR on February — a 
4, 1952, is one of the few in Germany waging 4 militant | ¥ 
fight against both Nazism and Communism. McCarthy’s f is 
complaint is that the Neue Zeitung has dared criticize [| si 
U.S. leaders and takes a cool view of McCarthy’s own § w 
activities. But one of the stipulations agreed to by the § n 
U.S. when the newspaper was established was precisely | s 
the freedom to criticize—otherwise, how could a free a 
press grow up in Germany? McCarthy will have none of 
this; although a free press is traditionally a guarantee 
against absolutism, McCarthy would deprive Germans 
of it with the totalitarian enemy on their very doorstep. 
His efforts here are wotth a thousand Soviet jamming 
stations. 

McCarthy need not have gotten away with any of this 
had not the Administration knuckled under to him on 
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nearly every occasion. From the beginning of his attacks, 
high-ranking Washington officials have insisted that the 
investigation is McCarthy’s property to dispose of as he 
ses fit. The State Department severed relations, as it 
were, with its own employes in the VOA’s New York 
office (except to pass on routine directives). Not only did 
it fail to take up the cudgels against McCarthy’s un- 
founded charges, but it never troubled to express a word 
of sympathy for his victims. 

The unbelievable part about the Administration’s role 
is that the Republican party made more noise about the 
need for a “psychological offensive” during the Presi- 
dential campaign than anyone else in America. In 
articles published by the biggest magazines, in numerous 
speeches made throughout the country, and in Republican 
inner councils, John Foster Dulles became the leading 
Republican exponent of the “offensive” approach. The 
present Secretary of State then declared, in fact, that he 
thought that a well-conducted psychological drive could 
eventually cause the lifting of the Iron Curtain and bring 
liberation to enslaved millions. But only a few weeks 
ago, Dulles, appearing before a House Appropriations 
subcommittee, called for a reduction in size and scope 
for the Voice and other information services. He added 
that the Voice might well stick to straight news reporting, 
and that printed propaganda might well be confined to 
“a room in an embassy building where people can go 
and get books and magazines relating to American life.” 

At about the time Secretary Dulles was busy recanting 
his old beliefs, the new International Information Admin- 
istrator, Dr. Robert L. Johnson, unveiled before the Asso- 
ciated Press this bold new program: 


“We must get across our fundamental belief in the 
worth of the individual. . . . We must stress the im- 
portance of religion in our national life... . We are 
not going to tell the peoples behind the Iron Curtain 
about the wonders of dishwashers.” 


To anyone who understands the value and urgency of 
psychological warfare, the Johnson statement was but 
another indication that nothing will replace the program 
McCarthy has destroyed. The “worth of the individual” 
is a basic democratic concept that the VOA has stressed 
since its inception; the “importance of religion” has like- 
wise been emphasized; and the “dishwashing” line has 
not been used on Voice broadcasts for many years. John- 
son’s words, then, were a sophomoric rehash of old 
axiomatic policies which will hardly disguise the fact 
that America’s psychological-warfare program has all 
but expired. 

McCarthy’s acts of aggression and the Administra- 
tion’s appeasement of him have resulted in leaving the 
field of psychological warfare almost entirely to the 
Kremlin. History may record this as the most ignoble 
aspect of President Eisenhower’s first hundred days in 
office. 


May 4, 1953 





the MEW 
Leader 





EDITORIAL BOARD 

Editor: William E. Bohn. Executive Editor: S. M. Levitas. 
Managing Editor: Daniel James. Associate Editors: Louis 
Jay Herman, Anatole Shub. Literary Consultant: Granville 
Hicks. Literary Associate: Mary V. Greene. Drama Critic: 
Joseph T. Shipley. Contributing Editors: David J. Dallin, 
William Henry Chamberlin. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 

Ottawa: A. Andras. London: T. R. Fyvel. Paris: Sal Tas. 
Rome: Victor Schiff, Bonn: Richard Lowenthal. Berlin: 
Kendall Foss. Vienna: G. E. R. Gedye. Near East: Mark 
Alexander. New Delhi: S. R. Mohan Das. Tokyo: Takee 
Naoi. Roving East Asian Correspondents: Richard Deverall, 
Edward Hunter, Harold J. Noble. Roving Latin American 
Correspondents: Victor Alba, Rebert J. Alexander, Serafine 
Romualdi. 


MONDAY, MAY 4, 1953 








John Hatch 
David J. Dallin 
Norbert Muhlen 


2 Revolution in South Africa? 
5 Moscow’s Strategic Retreat 
7 News That’s Not Fit to Print: 
The New Germany in the New 
York ‘Times’ 
Richard Armour |Q Global View; No Policy 
William E. Bohn || The Home Front 
Melville J. Ulmer |2 The Revolt Against Keynes 
William Henry Chamberlin 1§ Where the News Ends 


Writers and Writing 
David C. Williams |6 The Anatomy of Congress 
Adrienne Foulke {7 Witches in Their Heyday 
Héléne Cantarella |8 A Novel of Italian Poverty 


19 Dear Editor 
22 Editorial 
Section Two Index 1950-1952 


VOLUME XXXVI, NUMBER 18 





Signed contributions on these pages do not necessarily 
represent the views of THe New Leaver. We welcome «a 
variety of opinions consistent with our democratic policy. 


Editorial Offices: 7 East 15th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
Telephone: Algonquin 5-8844-5-6. Price 15 cents. Sub- 
scription rate $5.00 a year; Canadian $6.00; Foreign $7.00. 


Pictures by International News unless otherwise noted. 


23 























| 2nd Jamiment Chamber Music Festival | 


JUNE 18 through JUNE 21, 1953 
Five Concerts by the 


CURTIS STRING QUARTET 


and the NEW CHAMBER ORCHESTRA of Philadelphia 
IFOR JONES, Conductor 

















Listen to the finest in chamber music while you enjoy a luxurious holiday at TAMIMENT. Between 





concerts you play golf, tennis, swim in private spring-fed lake. No increase in rates during the 
Chamber Music Festival. American Plan — the rate includes everything: excellent accommoda- 
tions, superb meals, sports and entertainment. 


Program 

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 18 
Quartet in G Major _.. ; ro» a? .«. eee 
Quartet in D-flat Maj * ri 15 > : ' : : P ; : . DOHNANY!I 
Quintet in G Major, , . BRAHMS 
with FOSEPH DE PASQUALE, Solo Violist, Boston Symphony 

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 19 
Quartet in A Major, Op. 33, No.6 . ‘ ‘ ; . BOCCHERINI 
Quartet No. 2, Op. 10. : ; ; : , : . ‘ , , . KODALY 
Quintet in C Major, Op. 161. : SCHUBERT 
with SAMUEL MAYES, Solo Cellist, Boston Symphony 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 20 
Quartet in E Minor (Rassoumovsky) Op. 59,No.2 : . BEETHOVEN 
Quintet in A Major for Clarinet and Strings _. a | en OS 
with GUIDO MECOLI, Clarinetist 
SATURDAY EVENING, JUNE 20 
NEW CHAMBER ORCHESTRA OF PHILADELPHIA 

Concerto Grosso in D Minor . ‘ . VIVALDI 
Piano Concerto in E-flat a » JOHANN CHRISTIAN BACH 

LADIMIR SOKOLOFF, Pianist, Soloist 
Tryptique . , ‘ ; " TANSMAN 
Symphony No. 9 P ‘ . ; MENDELSSOHN 

SUNDAY MORNING, JUNE 21 
Quartet in C Minor, Op. 18, No.4 . , ; , , . BEETHOVEN 
Quartet in E Minor . . ; : P , : ‘ , SMETANA 
Quintet for Piano and Strings i in F Minor. ‘ , , . FRANCK 

VLADIMIR SOKOLOFF, Pianist 
Sponsored by TAMIMENT in-the-Poconos, TAMIMENT, PENNSYLVANIA 
Write for rates and other information: 

TAMIMENT 7 EAST I5TH STREET NEW YORK 3, N. Y Algonquin 5-7333 























